Street Orienteering Series 2022

Welcome to the new season of evening Street Orienteering Races. These are friendly, easy events open to
everyone and based across Staffordshire. You have to find as many controls as you can in a set time –
race, run or walk as you wish!

Event Schedule
The events take place in the evening, on a Tuesday night, starts are from 1845hrs to 1915hrs with the
aim for all ﬁnishers to be complete by 2000hrs. The schedule for the 2022 season is below.
Date
Venue
Organiser
th
11 January
Lichﬁeld
Andy Yeates
18th January
Barton-under-Needwood
Neil Lawford
25th January
Hednesford
John Robinson
st
1 February
Alrewas
Phil Hadland
8th February
TBC
TBC
th
15 February
Wildwood
Sarah Hind
22nd February
TBC
TBC
1st March
Penkridge
Jonathan Howell
th
8 March
TBC
TBC
15th March
Doxey
Chris Boyco
22nd March
Rugeley
TBC
Further events will be scheduled and updated as conﬁrmed

Details
Link
Link
Link
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC

Results
Link
Link
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC

Full details on each event are posted on the Walton Chasers website and Facebook a few weeks before the
event.
If you intend on attending please complete the google forms doc on the specific event details page so that
we can produce enough maps and have the requisite details for our insurances.
Results will be added when they are available.

What is the Cost?
The races normally cost £2 for Walton Chasers club members, juniors and students and £4 for others.

How it works
Each event is scored separately and you usually have an 45minutes to get as many points as you can. If
you’re over the time limit, you lose points so don’t be late.
Series points are scored at each event, with 50 for the winner, 49 for 2nd place, 48 for 3rd, down to 1 point
for everyone who finishes 50th place or lower. The event score is based on the net score (gross score
minus time penalty) and equal net scores are ranked on time (shorter time gets higher event score). The
organiser of the event scores points equal their best at any other race in the season. Men and women are
included in the same combined results table for each race, and overall, but women’s positions will be
highlighted in the results.
The overall results will be based on your best 6 scores in the series, and there will be prizes for the
leading man and leading woman over the series. In the event of a series score tie, the most recent
head-to-head result will be used.

What is a Street-O Race?
A very informal urban orienteering race, where you are given a special map of the local area, with the aim
of running around looking for specific locations (“controls”) on the map. You can find the controls in any
order you like and pick your own route between them. For the 2022 series MapRun6 is being used, which
uses smartphones for punching and timing, this will automatically calculate your result at the end of the
event.
Each control is assigned a point value. The aim is to score as many points as possible, within the given
time limit (usually 45minutes). Try to keep within this limit, as you will be deducted points for every part
minute you are late getting back! If you don’t want to be out for a full time you can always come back
earlier and you will still score points.

What does the map look like?
Normally an A4 sheet with streets shown with black lines and paths shown as dotted lines – some maps
use thicker brown lines for major roads. As with all orienteering maps, there are no street names on the
map! The controls are normally drawn overprinted in purple. To help distinguish which side of the road you
need to be looking at, the control circles are shown usually with a dot in the middle. The start and finish is
always at the same place and shown by a triangle.
Here is part of an orienteering map as an example – showing the road and path network and part of the
River Thames. The controls on the map here have the extra “dot” in the middle showing the exact location
of the feature but is not always present:

What kit do I need?
All you should need is running kit and smartphone. You could also bring a watch to help you keep within
the time limit and not constantly checking your phone. A torch is recommended as in some areas the event
can have areas not covered by streetlights; particularly, in the darker months many runners prefer to use
one to see the map better. A compass is not required!
Before arriving at the event it would help if you downloaded Maprun6 from your Apple or Android App
store, the team on the night can then help you get set-up before you start.

Will I be safe?
As half the races are in the dark, we try to use areas that are reasonably well lit and openly accessible. We
also aim to avoid roads with heavy traffic, or use bridges / underpasses to cross these. However, you are
still responsible for your own safety just as you would be walking around normally.
Most people compete individually, although you can choose to run in groups if you prefer.
Because of our insurance any under-16s must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
It is also advisable to wear hi-vis clothing for the runs and you must report back to the registration car
prior to leaving the event.

Who can take part?
Everyone is welcome. You can race, run or walk as you wish. As these are relatively low key local events,
the races are particularly suitable for people who have never tried orienteering before, and are an excellent
opportunity to meet club members and find out more.

